Structured Engagement Exercises

	Structure & Graphic
	Description
	Benefits & Purposes

	Consensus Conclusions
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	· Facts in Five

· Have students individually generate a personal list of the five most important concepts or facts they have learned about a topic being studied.

· Have students move into groups of five.

· Have the group reach consensus on the five most important facts or concepts and clarify their rationale for selecting each.

· Have each group represent their selections and the rationale for each selection to the larger group.

· Lead a discussion abut the content identified, the similarities and differences, and about the process.

· If time is short, post the choices on the bulletin board for later examination.

· 1-3-6

· Have students follow the same sequence as in Facts in Five, but after they work individually, have them move to groups of three and then to groups of six.

· This format takes longer, but may be most effective if students have little experience with building consensus.  

· Students could complete the "1" component as homework in preparation for discussions the next day.
	· To determine important facts or concepts in a unit of study
· To work with others to build a consensus of opinions

· This is a great way for the teacher to gather formative assessment data about:

· the connections students are making

· the levels of thinking they are doing

· the clues they are picking up from you about what is important

	Ticket to Leave




	· Use at the end of an instructional period.
· Have students use their own paper, an index card, or a "ticket" you have created for this purpose.  

· Select an appropriate stem and provide time for students to write their responses.  The stem will be determined by the kind of thinking you want the students to do.

· Stand at the door and collect the "tickets" as they leave.
	· To have students sort through all they have learned
· To have students make personal meaning connections with concepts they've studied

· To provide the teacher with formative assessment data



Class Discussion
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